
 

Business and Multi-Unit Recycling Best Practices 

Becker County Environmental Services 

 

Waste Audit  

Analyze your waste stream to see what kinds of recyclable materials you have (plastic, 
cardboard, metal, paper, glass, etc). 

Recycling Champion  

Consider asking for a volunteer or designating someone to spearhead your recycling effort. This 
shares the load and can bring passion and excitement to the program. 

Contact Your Hauler  

Waste/Recycling haulers can be a great resource for your recycling program, providing bins, 
identifying recyclable materials, and, of course, picking up your recyclables. 

Custodial Staff  

Custodians can have great insight regarding your waste stream and its management. Ask them 
for suggestions on your recycling program and ensure they are in the loop and up to date on its 
implementation. 

Customize 

Make certain that your recycling program meets your specific needs (having the right size bins, 
enough bins, right frequency of hauling, etc). Every organization has a different situation. 

Good Bin Placement  

Recycling bins should be just as easy to access as trash. Ideally, you should place recycling bins 
anywhere a trash bin is located (under desks, near the printer, in the break room/kitchen, in 
each apartment unit, laundry rooms, etc) with the exception of the restroom.  

Color Coded Bins  

This helps to remedy confusion, prevent contamination of the recycling bin, and lower the 
amount of recyclable material going in the trash. A good rule of thumb is to use Blue for 
Recycling and Black/Gray for Trash. 

 



Clear Signage and Posters 

Clear signage and educational posters further distinguish between your bins and help to 
educate people on what items can go in recycling and trash bins. A single piece of garbage in 
your recycling bin can send the entire container to the landfill due to contamination and 
throwing away recyclables fills up your garbage bin faster and is wasteful. 

Small/Shaped Openings  

Smaller and shaped openings help to prevent trash from contaminating recycling by limiting the 
size of items that can fit (a thin slot for paper, a round opening for plastic bottles, etc). 

Avoid Bagging  

Bagging recyclables may be convenient, but it makes recycling harder at the MRF (Material 
Recovery Facility). The bags get caught in machinery and can cause slow-downs and stoppages 
in processing – do not put plastic grocery bags in recycling either; instead, see if your local 
grocery store takes them. 

Non-Recyclable Items 

Some items are hard to recycle due to contamination or lack of an end market. Check with your 
hauler on items they do not accept. 

Recycling Bulletin/Newsletter  

Publishing information about your recycling program (monthly, biyearly, with new people, etc) 
can help to highlight its importance, drive better recycling practices, and inform people of new 
developments. 

 

*If you have any questions, or would like help with your recycling program, feel free to contact 
us or visit our website. 

 

Contact: 

Environmental Services 

Phone: (218)-846-7310 

Email: sandy.gunderson@co.becker.mn.us – Recycling Coordinator 

harrison.loch@co.becker.mn.us – MN GreenCorps Member with Becker County 
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